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THANK YOU 

for your votes! 



New England 
7 Federal Credit Union 

800-400-8790 • nefcu.com 


Local, affordable, and on your side. 


we’re winning<„ 


From all of us at The Automaster: 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Come in to one of our showrooms 
today and allow us to demonstrate our 
commitment to auto excellence. 


Tluiomaater 

tun no of the Curve 

3328 Shelburne Road 985-8411 thcautomaster.com 






W elcome to the Daysies, 
the locals' guide to the 
best of Vermont brought 
to you by Seven Days. 
This special issue is devoted to readers' 
picks for the best places to eat drink, 
shop, get outside, be entertained 
and, well, pretty much everything 
else. Whether you live here or 
are just visiting, consider this the 
inside scoop on doing as the locals do. 

In the 14th year of the Daysies, we 
knew we had to really bring it. You know 
what they say: Go big or go home. 
Being an altweekly. we decided 
to go ... gnome. After all, the 

re already a pretty huge 
or: 7,743 people cast 
619,515 individual votes in 
168 categories. It takes 
in elite team of Excel- 
savvy talliers to pull 
this thing off every 
year, gnome sayin? 
And garden gnomes 

To keep things 
fresh as a Daysie, 
we welcomed some 
new categories this 
year and weeded out some old ones. 
After much deliberation, we retired our 
media section. Every year, we read your 
write-in nominations — that's right, 
all of them! Over time, it became clear 
that voters were confused by several of 
the media categories. So we revamped 
that content and merged it with the 
services section. That doesn't mean 
Tom Messner, perennial winner for best 
meteorologist, doesn't hold a special 
place in our hearts. 


As the media section always made 
obvious, it's not just places that make 
Vermont special — it's the people here, 
too. So there's another surprise inside 
this issue: our own Daysies picks for six 
"gnometown heroes." Get it? These are 
notable locals whom we know 
/ and love and think you should 
' ./ know, as well. Can you spot 

apf the gnome hiding in each of 
their photos? 

Let’s get down to the 
nitty-gritty Daysies details. 

Arriving at the winners took 
two rounds of voting. First, folks wrote 
in their favorites for everything from 
best museum to mani/pedi, best day 
hike to dive bar. Second, we tallied 
the votes, selected the top finalists in 
each category and asked readers to 
vote again. Good thing everyone loves 
multiple choice. 

A note about the "Outside Chittenden 
County" sections. In Vermont the largest 
population is inside Chittenden County, 
so it's tough for anyone outside of it 
to top the Burlington area (unless the 
category involves mountains). But in 
some instances, the swell of votes for 
places not in Chittenden County justified 
separating the category. So that's what 

As always, there were plenty of 
bombshell winners. Who snagged the 
coveted best new restaurant award? To 
which vocalist did Grace Potter pass the 
torch? Read on to find out. 

Thanks to Seven Days readers for 
voting, and congrats to all the Daysies 
winners! Because of you, there's no 
place like gnome — er, home. 

CAROLYN FOX 

W 


FOOD 6 

DRINK 18 

ARTS+ENTERTAINMENT 26 

SHOPPING 34 

SERVICES 42 

OUTDOOR+RECREATION 50 


The Seven Daysies Awards are produced annually by: 

SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 

P.O. Box 1164, Burlington, VT0S402 
802-864-5684 ©sevendaysvt 
© 2016 Da Capo Publishing, Inc. 




LOCALS PICK THE BESTOF VERMONT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/DAYSIES | W 




I SEVEN DAYSIES 2016-17 




BEST 

VEGETARIAN 
RESTAURANT 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY ' 

GREEN 
GODDESS 
CAFE 

First things first: Green Goddess 
Cafe is not a by-the-book 
vegetarian restaurant. Its menu 
offers breakfasts built around 
runny eggs and peppery maple 
bacon. And the Cuban sandwich, 
stacked with long-roasted pork 
and slabs of smoky ham, is a 
favorite at lunch. But Green 
Goddess' vegetarian fare is 
more than just an afterthought. 
Imagine fresh-baked, griddled 
toast oozing with pesto aioli, 
melty mozzarella, leafy greens and 
avocado — or a springy Asian salad 
heaped with crisp summer veggies 
and fresh edamame noodles. And 
with many items now packaged 
in grab-and-go format at the 
cafe's new takeout counter, Green 
Goddess is a winning choice 
for everyone. 

618 S. Main St, Stowe. 2S3-S2SS 
■ greengoddessvt.com 


Vermonters' extreme enthusiasm for food was evident even in their Daysies votes. 
Rather than simply nominating Burlington's ArtsRiot for best burger and fries, voters 
got specific, gushing about its 400 Burger and truffle fries. Ditto the fish tacos at 
Manhattan Pizza & Pub and the chocolate creemees at Joe’s Snack Bar. It made 
tallying votes kind of a bitch, but hey. At least we know what we're ordering next time 

The 43 categories that follow are designed to point you in the right direction, 
too, whether you're hankering for breakfast lunch, dinner or dessert. 
Vermont's food scene encompasses everything from innovative farm- 
to-table dining to greasy late-night fare popular 
among the college crowd, so you'll find a 

veritable smorgasbord here. Looking 
for the best Thai food? The best 
food truck? We present you with 
some tasty options. 

Chefs and restaurants are 
always coming and going, 
making the Daysies food 
section the most dynamic. 
New winners popped up 
in categories such as 
best comfort food, best 
vegetarian fare and 
best restaurant for 
dessert. That last 

Daysies this year, and 
Burlington mainstay 
Mirabelles Cafe 
earned the inaugural 
win. We're pretty sure 
its decadent German 
chocolate cake had 
something to do with it. 
There's no denying it: 
We're all lucky to have a seat 
at this table. 


BEST NEW RESTAURANT 
(OPENED IN LAST YEAR) 

Barnyard Wood 
Crafted Pizza 

The aptly named Barnyard — run by members 
of the prolific Handy family — brings farm-fresh 
fare to the table in the shape of wood-fired 
piz2as, caizones, sandwiches and burgers. Many 
of the ingredients hail from local producers. 
(1705 Willlston Rd.. South Burlington, 483-5982 • 
barnyardvt.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Bistro de Margot: 126 College SL. Burlington, 
863-5200 • bistrodemargot.com 

• Ooc Ponds: 294 Mountain Rd., Stowe, 
760-6066 ■ docpond.com 

• Down Home Kitchen: 100 Main SL, 

Montpelier. 225-6665 • downhomekitchenvL 

- The Spice Traders' Kitchen: 212 

Main SL. Winooski. 654-8000 • 
spicetradersrestaurants.com 


BEST RESTAURANT 


Hen of the Wood 

With locations in a former grist mill and in the 
elegant Hotel Vermont Hen of the Wood is 
beloved for its rustic feel, legendary wine list 
and creative locavore cuisine. (55 Cherry SL. 
Burlington. 540-0534 • 92 Stowe SL. Waterbury, 
244-7300 • henofthewood.com) 


Other finalists: 

• The Farmhouse Tap & Grill: 160 Bank SL. 
Burlington. 859-0888 • farmhousetg.com 

- Leunig’s Bistros. Cafe: 115 Church St., 
Burlington. 863-3759 • leunigsbistro.com 

• Misery Loves Co.: 46 Main St.. Winooski. 
497-3989 • miserylovescovLcom 

■ The Windjammer Restaurant: 1076 
Williston Rd.. South Burlington. 862-6585 • 
windjammerrestauranLcom 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Prohibition Pig 

This restaurant had big shoes to fill when it 
opened in the onetime home of the Alchemist 
brewpub. With barbecue, 'proper" cocktails and 
one of the largest craft beer selections in New 
England. Pro Pig lives up to its sidewalk signage, 
giving the community an excellent excuse to 
'Meat Here.' (23 S. Main SL. Waterbury. 244-4120 

• prohlbitionpig.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Blue Paddle Bistro: 316 Route 2. South Hero. 
372-4814 • bluepaddlebistro.com 

- Kismet: 52 State SL. Montpelier. 223-8646 - 

- Michael's on the Hill: 4182 Route 
100, Waterbury Center. 244-7476 • 
michaelsonthehill.com 


BEST CHEF 

Eric Warnstedt 
(Hen of the Wood) 

This seven-time nominee for the James Beard 
Award for best chef in the Northeast earns 
his plaudits with locavore fare prepared with 
flair — and fire. (55 Cherry SL, Burlington. 540- 
0534 • 92 Stowe SL. Waterbury, 244-7300 • 
henofthewood.com) 

Other finalists: 

- Aaron Josinsky and Nathan Wade (Misery 
Loves Co.): 46 Main St.. Winooski. 497-3989 • 
miserylovescovLcom 

• Donnell Collins (Leunig's Bistro & Cafe): 

115 Church SL, Burlington, 863-3759 • 
leunigsbistro.com 

- George Lambertson (ArtsRiot): 400 Pine St.. 
Burlington, 540-0406 • artsriot.com 

- Phoebe Bright (Blue Paddle Bistro): 

316 Route 2, South Hero. 372-4814 • 
bluepaddlebistro.com 


BEST FAMILY RESTAURANT 



Thank you to all 
who voted for us. 
We especially want 
to thank our 
kick-ass staff: 


American Flatbread 
Burlington Hearth 

With large and small pie options and the 
opportunity to split toppings, these flatbreads — 
licked by flames in a central, wood-fired oven — 
are perfect for all-ages sharing. (115 SL Paul SL, 
Burlington. 861-2999 • americanflatbread.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Bluebird Barbecue: 317 Riverside Ave., 
Burlington. 448-3070 • bluebirdbbq.com 

- The Farmhouse Tap & Grill: 160 Bank St.. 
Burlington. 859-0888 • farmhousetg.com 

- The Skinny Pancake: 60 Lake St.. Burlington. 
540-0188 ■ 89 Main St.. Montpelier. 262-2253 
• 3 Lebanon SL, Hanover. N.H, 603-277-9115 • 
skinnypancake.com 

• The Windjammer Restaurant: 1076 
Williston Rd., South Burlington. 862-6585 • 
windjammerrestauranLcom 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Piecasso Pizzeria 
& Lounge 

Chefs spinning pies in the open kitchen provide 
family entertainment at this pizza, pasta and 
salad joinL Friendly service, a kids' coloring 
menu and a game room make sure there's never 
a dull moment. (1899 Mountain Rd.. Stowe, 253- 


Other finalists: 

■ Blue Paddle Bistro: 316 Route 2, South Hero, 
372-4814 • bluepaddlebistro.com 
- Wayside Restaurant, Bakery & Creamery: 
1873 Route 302. Montpelier. 223-6611 • 
wayslderestaurant.com 


Abigayle, Ada, Al, Alex, 
Andrea, Arden, Beth, Brittany, 
Caitlin, Chelsea, Chelsea, 
Christopher, Cory, Cliff, Bave, 
Boodle, Ethan, Georgia, Gina, 
Haleigh, Ira, lay, Jenny, Jim, 
Joan, Jon, Jordan, Josh, Justin, 
Justin, Kasey, Kate, Kirstyn, 
Kristen, Laura, Marc, Michelle, 
Mike, Mike, Mikey, Mike, 
Nate, Neff, Poodle, Phil, Phil, 
Bay, Bob, Bob, Sam, Sam, 
Sam, Sean, Shalonda, Steve, 
Teagan, Tom, Topher, Tori 






23 South Main Street • Waterbury • Vermont 

^ prohibitionpig.com 
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BEST PLACE TO GET 
LATE-NIGHT FOOD 





o 

o 

o 




THANKS FOR THE VOTES! 


Fresh, Affordable, Authentic Thai Food! 


Take Out • BYOB • Fora full menu visit tinythairestaurant.net 


24 Main Street, Downtown Winooski, 655-4888 

M-F 11 :30am-230pm / 4:30-9:30pm /Sa-Su 11 :30am-9:30pm 


1 large, 1-topping pizz 
12 wings and a 2 liter Coke 


$19-99 


2 large, 1 -topping pizzas & 2-liter 


$24*99 


CHEESE &WINE 
TRADERS 

1186 Williston Rd.. So. Burlington 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802 . 863.0143 • Open 7 days 10am-7pm 

Web & Mobile site: wvw.cheeselraders.com 
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FOOD 


City Market/ 
Onion River Co-op 


Other finalists: 

■ El Cortijo Taqueria Y Cantina: 189 Bank SL, 

• Zabby and Elfs Stone Soup: 211 College St., 


BEST LOCALLY OWNED 
GROCERY STORE 


City Market/ Onion 
River Co-op 



Other finalists: 

■ Healthy Living Market and Cafe: 222 

Dorset SL. South Burlington. 863-2S69 - 
health ylivingmarkeLcom 

■ Shelburne Supermarket: 20 Shelburne 
Shopping Park, Shelburne. 98S-8520 • 

Suite 418. Essex Junction. 872-8288 • 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Hunger Mountain Coop 





Age: 30 

Occupation: baker, Miss Weinerz 
Town: Winooski 

Most locals know Ren Weiner for her 
doughnuts, which she delivers each 
weekend to local spots such as Scout 
& Co. and Pingala Cafe & Eatery. The 
pillowy fried treats come stuffed 
with fresh berries or sour cherries, or 
maybe sprinkled with candied violets, 
crisped herbs or other forage. Weiner 
leavens each batch with natural 
yeasts, fermented slowly 
for two days. 

The doughnuts 
have a hearty follow- 
ing, but Weiner sees 
her pastry produc- 
tion as a way to sup- 
port and subsidize 
her real mission — 
which doesn't pay the 
bills. The baker spends 
Wednesdays prepping 
and packing meals at the 
Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf. 

In 2015, she founded FoodfightVT, a 
community web forum exploring local 
food issues. She sits on the board of 
Slow Food Vermont and organizes 
meetings and workshops examining 
food waste, labor, access and other 
concerns. In the past year, she's held 
bake sales Tor or donated sweets 
to the Pride Center of Vermont the 
Salvation Army, Bike Recycle Vermont 
and Bernie Sanders' presidential cam- 
paign, among others. She regularly 
mentors young people — in cooking 
and food and agricultural issues — at 
local schools and colleges. 


All this because Weiner sees 
eating as a collaboration of farmers, 
cooks, organizations and communi- 
ties. In her mind, food is a way to fuel 
social, economic and agricultural 
change — and serving meals is a way 
to serve others. What could taste 

Clutch summer sweet: Popsides 
from Adam's Berry Farm in Charlotte. 
Favorite picnic spot: Bread and 
Puppet Theater in Glover. 

Underappreciated 

organizations: The 

Good Food Truck 
and its gleaning 
operation; 
Burlington High 
School's Fork in 
Road food truck 
and Food Fighters 
school garden program 
that Sarah Heusner is 
working on; and the Vermont 
Community Garden Network. 

How to eat like a pro at the farmers 
market: Get a bacon hot dog at 
Maple Wind Farm's stand, wrap it 
in a scallion pancake from Green 
Mountain PotStickers, and top it 
off with kraut from Sobremesa, 
microgreens and flowers from Half 
Pint Farm and herbs from Digger's 
Mirth. Wash it down with an Extra- 
Ginger shot from the Juice Bar. Then 
drink a Northern Bayou cocoa-nib 
cold brew for dessert 


▲ 


Gnohutobnu 

Hehxr 


BEST FARMERS MARKET VENDOR 


Doughnut Dilemma 

baker Michelle Cunningham offers them six 



PB&J. (55 Main St.. Burlington. 540-8388 • 
thedoughnutdilemma.com) 

Other finalists: 



BEST FOOD TRUCK 

Beansie’s Bus 

Burlington in 1944 -well before the current 



Other finalists: 

■ Burger Barn: Cambridge. 730-3441 ■ Facebook 

■ Dolce VT: Burlington, 324-6220 • dolcevLcom 
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BEST SWEETS BAKERY 

Mirabelles Cafe 


Hong’s Chinese 
Dumplings 

Perennial winner Hong Yu attracts pedestrians 
ler high-wattage smile and the smell of frying 
' jmplings. (Church Street. 


BEST OUTDOOR DINING 

SPLASH AT 
THE BOATHOUSE 

Plenty of Burlington eateries offer al fresco dining but only one lets you 
eat on the lake. Literally. At Burlington's Splash at the Boathouse, the 
outdoor seating is located on a floating dock. You can enjoy the view of Lake 
Champlain and the Adirondacks while eating a lobster Cobb salad, some 
Malibu Rum coconut shrimp or fish tacos. Splash is also an event space, 
hosting weddings, dance classes and business meetings. Whatever brings 
you there, watching the sunset over the water as you dine is an unparalleled 
experience. Arriving by boat? No problem. There are slips for that 
0 College St., Burlington - 658-2244, splashattheboathouse.com 


icogordovtdudaone.com 


BEST THAI RESTAURANT 


BEST CHINESE RESTAURANT BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT 
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BEST VIETNAMESE RESTAURANT 


Pho Hong 

Don't feel like soup? Try the Happy Pancakes — 

(325 N. Winooski Ave., Burlington, 865-8031 • 
Facebook) 

• M-Saigon Vietnamese Noodle House: 

370 Shelburne Rd, Burlington. 865-8383 • 

- Pho Capital: 107 State St.. Montpelier. 

Winooskf 655-0707 • Facebook 

- Pho Dang Vietnamese Restaurant: 9 Park St.. 
Essex Junction. 878-6699 • Facebook 


BEST ITALIAN RESTAURANT 


Trattoria Delia 

A romantic, firelit grotto setting and award- 
winning wine list distinguish this Italian 
restaurant. Try specialties such as antipastone. 
squid-ink spaghetti or osso bucco. (152 St. Paul 
St.. Burlington. 864-5253 • trattoriadelia.com) 


Other finalists: 




BEST COMFORT FOOD 

Our House Bistro 



The Farmhouse Tap & Grill: 160 Bank St, 
Burlington. 859-0888 • farmhousetg.com 


BEST EGGS BENEDICT 


Sneakers Bistro 

three styles of Benedict, is legendary, and the 
Winooski. 655-9081 - sneakersbistro.com) 


BEST VEGETARIAN FARE 



OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Green Goddess Cafe 

Why stop at Meatless Mondays? This veggie- 
friendly cafe serves up tofu Asian salads, pesto 
wraps and Tree Hugger breakfast sandwiches six 
days a week. (618 S. Main St.. Stowe. 253-5255 - 
greengoddessvt.com) 


Other finalists: 

■ Kismet: 52 State St.. Montpelier, 223-8646 • 






BEST BREAKFAST SANDWICH 

Kountry Kart Deli 





passage. (155 Main SL, Burlington, 864-4408 • 
kountrykartdeli.com) 

Other finalists: 


Burlington. 497-2058 • thebagelplacevt.com 

Rd., South BurUngton. 864-0236 • 
burlingtonbagelbakery.com 
City Market/Onion River Co-op: 82 S. 
Winooski Ave, Burlington, 861-9700 • 

Henry Street Deli: 11 Henry SL. Burlington. 



6915 Route 7. North Ferrisburgh, 425-8181 • vermon tcookielov 


Since selling its first batch at the Shelburne Farmers Market in 2007, 
Vermont Cookie Love has gained a loyal following for its chewy cookies and 
logs of frozen dough. While those sweets are now available in 60 stores and 
markets. Route 7 travelers can pull over at the home base — the Love Shack 
in North Ferrisburgh— for a just-baked cookie, scoop of hard icecream or 
a dense creemee made from local milk and premium ingredients. Flavors 
include chocolate, vanilla, maple, coffee and twist Also on the menu are 
homemade drinks, sorbets and ice-cream-cookie sandwiches made to order. 
All of this can be savored at the picnic tables and wooden benches by the 
Love Shack's walk-up window. 


BEST CREEMEE 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

VERMONT 
COOKIE LOVE 


o 

o 

o 


BEST BAGEL 


Myer’s Bagels 

A wood-fired oven bakes Montreal-style bagels 
at this small South End cafd. Try them stacked 
with house-smoked brisket or turkey. (377 Pine 
St, Burlington. 863-5013 ■ myersbagels.com) 
Other finalists: 

■ Bagel Market Bakery and Cafe: 30 Susie 
Wilson Rd, Essex Junction. 872-2616 • 
thebagelmarket.com 

Burlinpon. 497-2058 • thebagelplacevt.com 

• Burlington Bagel Bakery: 992 Shelburne 
Rd, South Burlington, 864-0236 • 
burllngtonbagelbakery.com 

• Feldman's Bagels: 660 Pine St, Burlington. 
S40-0474 • feldmansbagels.com 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

The Bagel 

Twenty different bagels are made from scratch each 
day at this cafe. Get yours schmeared with bacon- 
horseradish cream cheese or made into a sandwich 
(394 Mountain Rd, Stowe. 253-9943 • Facebook) 


Other finalists: 



Hero, 372-4666 • wallysplacevt.com 


BEST CIDER DOUGHNUTS 


Cold Hollow Cider Mill 

alike. Gourmet magazine ranked its doughnuts— 
churned out by the hundreds every day, all year long 
—among the nadon’sfour best. (3600 Route 100, 
Waterbury Center, 800-327-7537 • coldhollow.com) 


Other finalists: 






BEST PIZZA (RESTAURANT) 

American Flatbread 
Burlington Hearth 


Flatbreads topped with gourmet local and 
organic ingredients cook before your eyes 



Other finalists: 

■ Follno's: 6305 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne. 





OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 


Positive Pie 



• Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge: 1899 Mol 
R d, Stowe, 253-4411 • piecasso.com 


BEST PIZZA (DELIVERY) 


Leonardo’s Pizza 

This pizza delivery service goes above and 
beyond basic cheese and pepperoni. Pies such 
as the Roasted Maine Potato and Goat Cheese 

gluten-free crusts. (83 Pearl St, Burlington. 
862-7700 - 1160 Williston Rd, South Burlington. 
951-9000 • leonardosonline.com) 

Other finalists: 

- Big Daddy's Pizza: 177 Church St, Burlington. 
863-0000 • 49 Heineberg Rd, Colchester, 
497-1794 • bigdaddysdelivers.com 

• Junior’s: 176 Main SL. Burlington. 862-1234 
• 85 S. Park Dr, Colchester. 655-0000 • 

Shopping Center. Williston. 879-1000 • 

102 Strongs Ave, Rutland, 747-9980 ■ 1216 
Railroad SL. SL Johnsbury. 751-8500 • 6800 
Woodstock Rd, Quechee. 295-6883 • 519 Main 
St, Bennington, 442-6622 • ramuntos.com 

• Three Brothers Pizza & Grill: 973 
Roosevelt Hwy, Colchester, 655-5550 • 
threebrotherspizzavt.com Outside Chittenden 

Positive Pie 

The Montpelier and Barre branches of this 
pizzeria deliver hand-tossed pies to clearly 

order the Old School Supreme. (22 State St, 
Montpelier. 229-0453 • 219 N. Main SL. Barre. 
622-8051 • positivepie.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Jimmz Pizza: 70 McNeil Rd, Waterbury 
Center. 244-7911 •jimmzpizza.com 

■ Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge: 1899 Mountain 
Rd, Stowe, 253-4411 • piecasso.com 


BEST BURGER 

The Farmhouse 
Tap & Grill 

This award-winning gastropub offers five local 
burgers, with diverse patties made from ingredients 
such as house-dry-aged beef seasoned black beans 
and juicy local poik. (160 Bank SL. Burlington. 859- 
0888 • farmhousetg.com) 

Other finalists: 


• Archie s Grill: 4066 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne, 
985-4912 • archiesgrill.com 

• ArtsRiot: 400 Pine St, Burlington, 540-0406 



• grazersvLcom 

The Shopping Bag: 166 North SL, Burlington, 
658-4790 • Facebook 




for voting us 
into the finals 
of 14 categories! 

We are humbled 
by rhe privilege 
of serving you— 
with rhe panache 
of Paris and rhe 
value of Vermont, 
right in rhe center 
of town. 


Drop in and let Matt 
make you a cocktail! 


LEUNIGS 


15 


CHURCH 8 COLLEGE • BURLINGTON ■ 863-3759 ■ WWW.LEUHIGSBISTRO.COM 
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BEST BURGER 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Prohibition Pig 

It's not just one burger bringing in the fans here. 
The Pig has seven regular options, including the 
house version topped with pimiento cheese, 
a fried green tomato and applewood-smoked 
bacon. (23 S. Main St„ Waterbury. 244-4120 ■ 

Other finalists: 

■ BurgerBarn: 4968 Route 15. Cambridge. 
Montpelier. 223-8277 ■ threepennytaproom. 
Royalton. 763-2575 • worthyvermont.com 


BEST STEAK 



GuildTavem 

and horseradish creme fratche. (1633 Williston Rd.. 
South Burlington. 497-1207 • guildtavem.com) 
Other finalists: 

Burlington. 497-1214 • ebsuongs.com 

- Hen of the Wood: 55 Cherry St.. Burlington. 
540-0534 • 92 Stowe St., Waterbury, 
244-7300 • henofthewood.com 

- Leunig’s Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church St, 



BEST FRENCH FRIES 


Al’s French Frys 





BEST WINGS 


Wings Over Burlington 

tMs wingspiace soar. The fresh chicken.^ 



Other finalists: 

■ Buffalo Wild Wings: 555 Shelburne Rd.. 



• Nectar's: 188 Main St., Burlington. 658-4771 



BEST SANDWICHES 


Martone’s Market 
&Cafe 

This deli-market is popular for its high-piled 
sandwiches. The Vermonter- maple turkey. 

bread - is^UocaHavorite. (16 Main St.. Essex 

Other finalists: 

864- 4408 • kounUykartdeli.com ^ 

865- 2563 • Facebook 


BEST THAI RESTAURANT 

TINY THAI 
RESTAURANT 

According to Paul Ciosek, he "first fell in love with a nidi gm, uien ieu in 
love with Thai food." After working more than three years in Thailand as a 
computer programmer and marrying a Bangkok local, Ciosek returned to 
Vermont his home state, with a hunger for true Thai cooking. Urged by his 
wife, Ciosek opened Tiny Thai Restaurant in 2004 to satisfy his hankering 
for dishes such as moo palo, a sweet and savory stew of pork, tofu and 
hard-cooked egg in a fragrant five-spice broth. Specializing in the cuisine 
one might find in food stalls, street carts and family dinner tables in the 
Southeast Asian country, Tiny Thai pleases local palates with an array of 
vibrant dishes. Particularly sterling plates include sweet-and-crunchy pad 
Thai, moo ping, chu chee curry and, when available, a green papaya salad 
served with salt-preserved crab and fresh Thai chiles. Ask for the Genuine 
Thai Menu— and remember, it’s BYOB. 

24 Main St., Winooski • 655-4888, tinythairestaurant.net 



BEST SUSHI BEST TACO 


Asiana House El Cortijo Taqueria 
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(OVERALL) 

MULE 

BAR 


There's a reason Mule Bar 
deems itself "Winooski's craft 
beer hitchin’ post" Mounted 
behind the wraparound bar, 

16 tap handies allow access to 
one of the best-curated draft 
lists around. The ever-changing 
roster of coveted brews ranges 
from gold-hued German pilsners 
to revered Vermont favorites 
such as Lawson's Finest Liquids. 
Patrons thirsty for somethi ng 
besides beer can turn to award- 
winning cocktails featuring 
housemade sodas, tonics and 
shrubs: Mule Bar's Matt Farkas 
was named 2016's Bartender of 
the Year in a Vermont Tourism 
Summit competition last spring. 
Food with that drink? The bar 
menu — featuring charcuterie, 
banh mi, burgers, hand-cut fries, 
an all-day breakfast "sammich” 
and the house-cured pork-belly 
Cuban — will satisfy any comfort- 
food craving. No wonder Mule 
Bar is the favored hitchin' post of 
Seven Days readers. 


BEST CIDERY (NONALCOHOLIC) 


Hill Farmstead Brewery Shelburne Vineyard 

ietal grapes. 


Cold Hollow Cider Mill 

Waterbury Center. 800-327-7S37 • coldhollow. 
com) 

Other finalists: 


Excuse the pun, but Vermont is awash in acclaimed craft 
beverages. We're practically swimming in breweries and 
distilleries recognized on the international level. Our coffees 
are carefully sourced, our ciders pressed from nearby orchards. 
Basically, our cups runneth over. 

So let's raise a glass to all the folks who keep ours more than 
half full. Cheers to the smoothie makers and cocktail shakers 
among us, the baristas keeping us caffeinated, the bouncers 
keeping us legal and the brewers keeping us buzzed. If the 
out-of-state license plates at Hill Farmstead Brewery — which 
earned its third Daysie this year — are any indication, the rest 
of the country wants a taste of what we’ve got, too. 

No question, drinking brings us together. Whether you're 
looking for a Switchback and a stool to watch the game or a 
dimly lit place to hook up — no judgment! — there's a bar for 
that As for Vermont's best bar, Winooski's Mule Bar knocked out 
last year’s winner, Three Needs Brewery & Taproom in Burlington. 
Have we outgrown dollar drafts? (Never!) 

Other new winners this year conquered the categories of best spirits 
distiller, best cocktails and best barista. We toast them and all of the 
returning victors. 


38 Main St. Winooski, 399-2020 
- mulebarvt.com 
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FARMHOUSE TAP & GRILL 
PASCOLO RISTORANTE 
V EL CORTIJO TAQUERIA If 
GUILD TAVERN 
FARMHOUSE GROUP EVENTS 


Thank you Burlington and thank you Seven Days! 

MUDDY 

WATERS 

Brewing Strong for 20 years. 

184 Main Street Burlington, VT ~ 802-658-0466 



BEST SPIRITS DISTILLER 

CALEDONIA SPIRITS 

It's unlikely that a tiny Vermont distillery, situated behind a log yard 
in Hardwick, would produce one of the world's top-rated gins, right? 
Wrong. At Caledonia Spirits, that gin is based in honey — seemingly 
even more unlikely at a time when honeybees are perishing in 
unprecedented numbers. And, as the art of barrel making fades into 
history, the distillery has found a nearby artisan to coop its barrels 
using rare Vermont white oak. Caledonia Spirits accomplishes all of 
these unlikely things to craft bartender favorites such as Barr Hill gin 
and vodka, along with the sweet amber-hued Tom Cat Reserve gin 
(and a forthcoming aged whiskey!). Tasting them is believing. 


46 Log Yard Dr., Hardwick, 472-8000 • caledoniaspirits.com 


DRINK 


BEST HARD CIDERY 


Citizen Cider 

Stop by Citizen Ciders lively tasting room for ^ 
go home witha growler. (316 Pine SL. Suite 114, 


Other finalises: 



BEST SPIRITS DISTILLER 


Caledonia Spirits 

hive. (46 Log Yard Or.. Hardwick 472-8000 • 



Smugglers’ Notch Distillery: 276 MainSL, 








BEST DRAFT BEER LIST 


The Farmhouse Tap 
& Grill 



Other finalists: 

■ "the Archives: 191 College St.. Burlington, 



223-2712 • 28 Walnut SL. Williston, 857-5908 • 





OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Prohibition Pig 



BEST BREWPUB 


Prohibition Pig 

Get the "finest barbecue north of the Carolinas" 

sun-soaked brewery and tasting room for pours 
of housemade Downtown Piggy Brown or Brass 
Monkey. (23 S. Main St, Waterbury. 244-4120 • 
prohibitionpig.com) 

Other finalists: 

• 14th Star Brewing Co.: 133 N. Main St, St. 
Albans. 528-5988 • 14thstarbrewing.com 

• Lost Nation Brewing: 87B Old Creamery Rd, 
Morrisville. 851-8041 • lostnationbrewing.com 

■ Vermont Pub & Brewery: 144 College SL, 
Burlington, 865-0500 • vermontbrewery.com 


BEST WINE LIST 


Hen of the Wood 



(55 Cherry SL. Burlington, 540-0534 • 92 Stowe 
SL. Waterbury, 244-7300 • henofthewood.com) 


Other finalists: 


• 0ak45 45 Main St.. Winooski 448-3740 ■ 





BEST WINE SHOP 


Cheese & Wine Traders 

institution. (1186 Williston Rd., South Burfington, 
863-0143 • cheesetraders.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Cork Wine Bar & Market: 1 Stowe St, 
Waterbury, 882-8227 • 35 School St, Stowe, 
760-6143 • corkvLcom 
- Oedalus Wine: 180 Battery SL. Burlington. 



BEST CRAFT BREW SELECTION 
(RETAILER) 


Beverage Warehouse 



Other finalists: 

■ City Market/Onion River Co-op 82 S. 



BEST PICKUP BAR 


Red Square 



Other finalists: 

• The Archives: 191 College SL. Burlington. 
448-4333 • thearchivesbar.com 

■ Nectar's: 188 Main SL. Burlington. 658-4771 • 

■ Three Needs Brewery & Taproom: 185 Pearl 
St, Burlington. Facebook 


BEST DIVE BAR 


The Other Place 


institution is a garage door that opens up in the 
summer. You can go here to people watch - or 
to ignore everyone and watch a game instead. 



• JP's Pub: 139 Main St, Burlington. 658-6389 





Thank you for supporting us in our 
mission to bring the teas of the world 
to our local community 


Organic Meals 
Vegetarian/V egan 
Loose Leaf Tea 


Local Desserts 
Gluten-Free 
Artisan Tea Ware 




Sun - Wed: ioam - iopm 
Thurs - Sat: ioam - npm 

Bring in this ad for 20% off your next loose leaf tea purchase 
Check out Chai Space, a tea space for your next event 

80 Church Street 802 951-2424 dobrateavt.com 
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CALEDONIA Spirits 

Hr 

BARR HILL 
THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
VOTES! 

@caledoniaspirits 
STOP BY FOR A VISIT 
FREE TASTING AND TOURS 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

I2pm-5pm 



Enjou Lunch, 
Hard Cider & 
Wine Tasting 

Vermont 

to the core' 


Fresh Bread Baked Daily 
Sandwiches | Paninis | Wraps 
Homemade Soups | Salads 
Kid-Friendly Fare 


Thanks for all of the votes 
for Best Cidery& 
Best Cider Donuts! 


Hours of Operation 

ww 

Cider Mill Luncheonette Tasting Room 


7-dayf: 8xm-6pm llamS-gOpn^ 7-day,: ll.m-Spm 

■lad 

I View our full menu and events at ColdholloW.com [ 


Shelburne 

Vineyard 


Raise a glass of 
Shelburne Vineyard wine 
to all the Daysies winners! 



Check our website for concerts and events 
shelbumevineyard.com • 802-985-8222 
6308 Shelburne Rd (Rte 7), Shelburne, VT 


TASTE*TOUR« ENJOY 


DRINK 

BEST SPORTS BAR 


McGillicuddy’s 

Sports play on TVs as far as the eye can see, 
drawing in diners for corned beef and cabbag 



BEST PLACE TO DRINK ALONE 

The Daily Planet 


a hip. intimate bar, this downtown hot spot 




BEST BAR (OVERALL) 

Mule Bar 





Other finalists: 

■ The Archives: 191 College St, Burlington. 
448-4333 • thearchivesbar.com 



• Nectar's: 188 Main SL. Burlington. 658-4771 • 

■ Three Needs Brewery & Taproom: 18S Pearl 
SL. Burlington- Facebook 

• Vermont Comedy Club: 101 Main SL, Burlington, 
859-01 00 • vermontcomedydub.com 



BEST BARTENDER 

Chris Maloney 
(Hen of Wood, 
Burlington) 

This barkeep has a magic touch wherever he 
goes. Since migrating to Hen of the Wood from 
the late Bluebird Tavern, the mixologist— a 
Saint Michaels College grad - has become 

the modern palate. (SS Cherry SL, Burlington, 
S4O-0S34 • henofthewood.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Justin Barrows (The Gryphon): 131 Main SL, 
Burlington, 489-5699 • gryphonvtcom 

- Mike Dunn (Misery Loves Co.): 46 Main St, 
Winooski. 497-3989 • miserylovescovLcom 

• Peyton White (Vermont Comedy Club): 

101 Main SL. Burlington. 859-0100 - 

- Sandy Payne (McGillicuddy's Irish Ale House. 
Williston): 23 Walnut SL. Williston, 8S7-S903 


BEST GAY-FRIENDLY BAR 


Oak45 



Other finalists: 

■ Drink: 13S SL Paul St, Burlington. 860-9463 • 

- Halflounge Speakeasy: 136 1/2 Church SL. 
Burlington. 962-218B • Facebook 

SL Burlington ■ Facebook P 


- (£*>(& 






BEST COFFEE SHOP & BEST BARISTA 

UNCOMMON GROUNDS 
COFFEE AND TEA 
& ROB MAYNARD 

Just across the Church Street Marketplace from Starbucks, family- 
owned Uncommon Grounds has creaky wooden floorboards, 
patterned tablecloths and local art on the walls. Treats such as 
vegan peanut-butter bars, teacakes and biscotti sit in glass bakery 
cases. Burlap bags of coffee beans, sourced from all over the world, 
are stacked against the walls, waiting to roast in the huge Probat L12 
by the door. It's little surprise that, after more than two decades in 
business, the spot is still winning over the hearts and minds of the 
coffee-drinking public. It doesn't hurt that best barista Rob Maynard 
is behind the counter, appreciated by local coffee aficionados for his 
passion and perfect cups. 

42 Church St, Burlington, 86S-B227 • ugvermont.com 





Thanks for the bread love! 


Vermont Fresh 
Network 


Bakery and Cafe 


Come to our cafe and discover 
everything else we do. 


Middlesex. Exit 9, just off 1-89. 

OPEN EVERY DAY: « «.- 

Mon 7-4, Tue-Sat 7-6, Sun 8-6 ■ LI 

802.223.5200 I www.redhenbaking.com 
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JAMIE 

TWO COATS 
TOYSHOP 

LOCATED IN THE 

V 

OF SHELBUDNE 

24 FAILS IDU 
MON-SAT 10-i 
SUNDAT 11-5 
!02-!IS-J221 


Ui-E 


Crocodile Creek 1 

5 2J1 WTO e eB“ Hi 


n klutz, rasa <@s> ■ 
l*l Aleicun'tler * 


New Collection 
Has Arrived 


Sa^uTb 

>igfThe Boutique 

Claming & Accessories For Women 

Thank You 
Seven Daysies 
Voters For 
Another 
Great Year! 

40 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 
LUunu.SalaamClothing.com 


DRINK 

BEST BLOODY MARY 


Sneakers Bistro 



846-7446.magnoliaBislro.com 8 
651-8834 • pennycluse.com^ 8 

985-9511 • rusticrootsvt.com 

BEST COCKTAILS 


Waterworks 
Food + Drink 

This gorgeous space on the edge of the 
roaring Winooski River has plenty of seats 
at the bar. Order a Waterworks original, like 





BEST SMOOTHIES/JUICES 


Tomgirl Juice Co. 

At this sunny South End juice shop, get raw. 




BEST TEAHOUSE 


Dobra Tea 

made pastries or eclectic light fare. (80 Church SL. 
Burlington. 951-2424 • doBrateavtcom) 


Other finalist 


The North Branch Cafe: 41 State SL. 



BEST COFFEE SHOP 

Uncommon Grounds 
Coffee and Tea 

The in-house roasting, speedy service and seasonal 
Street Marketplace. So do the organic and exotic 
Church St, Burlington 865-6227 • ugvermonLcom) 


Other finalists: 



BEST COFFEE ROASTER 


Vermont Coffee 
Company 

organic and fair trade.^Sip a hot cup of espresso 

Beans.pi97Exchange SL. Suite 3, MiddleBury. 
398-2776 • vermontcoffeecompany.com) 

Other finalists: 





Uncommon Grounds Coffee and Tea: 42 Church 
SL, Burlington 865-6227 • ugvermonLcom 


BEST BARISTA 

Rob Maynard 
(Uncommon Grounds 
Coffee and Tea) 

Beans right in the front of this Daysie-winning 
coffee shop. No wonder regulars think he makes 

6227.ugvermont.com) 


Other finalist 
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BEST BEER 
GEEK ENABLER 


Age: 38 

Occupation: owner, Meg’s Events 
Town: Moretown 
One afternoon, many winters ago, 
Meg Schultz sat at the bar at Mad 
River Glen enjoying an apres-ski 
brewski with Lawson's Finest Liquids 
brewer Sean Lawson. "We should 




Schultz recalls i 
them saying. The 
following September 
the event planner — 
social butterfly and 


jrfesC 


of 


▲ 


had previously 
focused more on 
private events and 
weddings — cooked 
up a homegrown little 
brew fest at the base area of 
Fayston’s cooperative, skiers- 
only, no-snowmaking mountain. 
Dubbed SIPtemberfest. the event 
was small, but Schultz had persuaded 
some of Vermont's finest brewers to 
participate, and the music was great, 
the vibes good, the setting beautiful. 

This fall will be the event's eighth 
season and, in the interim years, 
Schultz has forayed further into 
festival territory — to the delight 


GruHnetoofu 

fftfur 


of Vermont's craft beer scene. Hop 
Jam. a larger summer soiree at 
Bolton Valley Resort, has been a hit 
since 2014, and 2015 brought Betty's 
Beer Fest, an intimate celebration 
of women in brewing. While Schultz 
enjoys bringing the best brewers 
in the Northeast together for a fun 
party, she says her favorite part of the 
job is "looking out on the crowd 
and seeing all these people 
having fun and thinking: 

happen." 

Go-to Vermont 

moment Lawson's 
Super Session or Zero 
Gravity Little Wolf. 
Regular watering hole: 

If I'm in Waterbury, I've been 
really enjoying Blackback Pub 
and the Prohibition Pig brewery. In 
Waitsfield. the Mad Taco — that place 
is like a damn vortex; it just sucks you 
right in. 

Unexpectedly great new brewery: 

I'm digging Foam, Frost and Upper Pass 
right now. There are a lot I haven't had 
the chance to try yet too! 

HANNAH PALMER EGAN 



BY APPOINTMENT 
113 CHURCH STREET 
2ND FLOOR • 6604772 


www.jivanaspa.com 


FOOTE. r 

.MUTES! 


SERVE', 


4 # 

KELLY A. DEFORGE 

Senior Mortgage 
JLoan Originator 
Jf NMLS: 103643 


Union Bank 


"We know we can always count on 
J lVANA FOR GREAT TREATMENTS AND GREAT 
SERVICE IN EVERY REGARD. THANKS, GUYS!* 
-Lisa W. 


DAYSIES 
FlNALl ST . S(VU) oaysies 


For a full list 
of treatments, visit: 



25 


LOCALS PICKTHE BEST OF VERMONT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/DAYSIES | 







Here's the thing about Vermonters: They know what they like. 
Specifically, maple syrup, Subarus, and the winners in the arts and 
entertainment section of the Daysies. The vast majority of these finalists 
— for best music venue, movie theater, museum and more — are perennial 
favorites. All we can say to them is. keep up the good work! You guys rock 
and, in some cases, roll. 

Still, we've Daysie-crowned some deserving new winners this year, 
especially in the musician categories. (Look for a changing of the guard 
in best vocalist.) And, since the visual arts are alive and well here, we 
welcomed best painter, best sculptor and best photographer into the fold. 

See any winners you're not familiar with? Do yourself a favor and let 
them entertain you. 


T 

BEST LOCAL o{ 

THEATER COMPANY J 

LYRIC 

THEATRE 

COMPANY 


It's hard to argue with a community 
theater that helps shape the likes 
of Shaina Taub, described by the 
New York Times as "a gravitational 
force around whom others cluster 
like filings to a magnet" Since its 
first production of How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying 
in 1974, Lyric has grown into one 
of the largest community theater 
groups in the United States, 
producing two class-act musicals 
per year— usually to sold-out 
audiences. Lyric has something 
for every generation, making the 
company a certifiable fixture of the 
Burlington arts community. 

SS Leroy Rd.. Williston. 658-1484 • 
lyrictheatrevt.org 



16/17 SEASON 
HIGHLIGHTS 


Rennie Harris 
Puremovement 

Art Garfunkel 

Esperanza Spalding: 
EMILY'S D+EVOLUTION 

Marc Maron 

The Capitol Steps 

The Triplets of Belleville 
with live music 
by Le Terrible Orchestre 
de Belleville 

Broadway National Tour: 
Rent 

Broadway National Tour: 
Annie 

Vienna Boys Choir 

Cirque Mother Africa 

MOMIX: Opus Cactus 

Garrison Keillor 

The Chieftains 

Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo 

Broadway National Tour: 
42nd Street 

Wild Kratts - Live! 

Broadway National Tour: 
Pippin 


\fmity 


> 

m 
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ARTS 

iJJ ENTERTAINMENT 

BEST LARGE LIVE MUSIC VENUE 


Waterfront Park 

Whenever massive white tents spring up at this 



BEST SMALL LIVE MUSIC 
HOT SPOT 


Nectar’s 

Iconic nightclub Nectar's - aka the House That 
Phish Built- has live music seven nights a 
week from local, regional and national acts of 



BEST PLACE TO PLAY POOL 

Three Needs Brewery & 
Taproom 


Other finalists: 

Montpelier. 223-6820 - 
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BEST PLACE TO DANCE 


CLUB METRONOME 


Did you know that until fairly recently, it was illegal to dance in a Burlington bar or club while holding a drink? J 
Fortunately, that comically prudish blue law has been banished from the books. Not that it ever put much of a ^ 
damper on the boogie business at Club Metronome. Thanks to long-running residencies such as the weekly tr 

1980s dance party Retronome and regularly hosting electronic dance music DJs of local, national and 
international renown, the dance floor above iconic Burlington club Nectar's is always packed — and well lubricated. 
188 Main St., Burlington. 658-4771 • clubmetronome.com 





Dear Seven Days readei 
Thank you for thinking th 
“best” of Phoenix Books. 

We intend to get even better! 

Think local first. Buy local first. Keep local first. 

3<rnf 


191 Bank Street 
Burlington I 448.3350 


2 Center Street 
Rutland I 855.8078 


www.phoenixbooks.biz 


> 
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ARTS 

H ENTERTAINMENT 

BEST STANDUP COMIC 

Josie Leavitt 



BEST VOCALIST 


Kat Wright 

to make bigger waves with the release of her 
upcoming debut album, (katwrightsoulband. 


Other finalists: 


BEST INSTRUMENTALIST 


Seth Yacovone 

down the Friday-night happy hour slot for a 
decade. Nothing can match his bluesy guitar 

prolific songwriting. (Facebook) 


Other finalists: 



BEST AMERICANA ARTIST 
OR GROUP 


Starline Rhythm Boys 

fiohky-tonkirf around since 1998 and are one 


(starlinerhythmboys.com) 
Other finalists: 

■ Eric George: egeorgemusii 
. ■ Waylon Speed: waylonspe 


TOWN HALL THEATER 



▲ 


GruMnjefcHjttj 

Heftjcr 


BEST FUNK/R&B ARTIST 
OR GROUP 

Kat Wright and the 
Indomitable Soul Band 

The Burlington band is aptly named, and 
front woman Kat Wright leads it with a croon. 
Beginning as the house band for a weekly soul 
night at Radio Bean. Wright and co. have grown 
to be one of the Queen City's most dynamic and 
popular groups, (katwrightsoulband.com) 
Other finalists: 

■ Funkwagon: Facebook 

• Grippo Funk Band: grippofunkband.com 

• Madaila: musicofmadaila.com 

• Sammich: Facebook 


BEST JAZZ/BLUES ARTIST 
OR GROUP 

Kat Wright and the 
Indomitable Soul Band 

Yes, they're technically a soul band. But the 
lineup boasts some of the area's finest jazz 
players, including pianist Shane Hardiman and 
horn players Luke LaPlant, Jake Whitesell and 
Dave Purcell. Oh. and Kat ain't so bad herself. 
(katwrightsouiband.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Blues for Breakfast: bluesforbreakfast.com 

• Dwight & Nicole: dwightandnicole.com 
- Ray Vega: rayvegamusic.com 


BEST ROCK ARTIST OR GROUP 


Rough Francis 

The sons of proto-punk band Death carry on the 
family tradition with new music inspired by their 
dad’s old band. They've made national waves with 
their ripping single 'MSP2.' (roughfrancis.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Madaila: musicofmadaila.com 

• Sammich: Facebook 

• Waylon Speed: waylonspeed.com 


BEST HIP-HOP ARTIST/GROUP 

The Lynguistic Civilians 

It should no longer come as a surprise that the 
hip-hop scene in Vermont is vital and vibrant. 
That’s in large part thanks to Walshie Steeze, 

LC, Mike Fulton and Mr. Burns, who are once 
again named the best rappers in the state. 
(Bandcamp) 

Other finalists: 

• The Aztext: theaztext.com 

• Bless the Child: blessthechild802.com 

• David Budnick: SoundCloud 



BEST ELECTRONIC MUSIC 
DJ/GROUP 


Craig Mitchell 



BEST MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Burlington Discover 
Jazz Festival 

Every June. BDJF fills venues from the 
Flynn Center to Waterfront Park with music 
Headliners such as Bela Fleck. Mavis Staples 
and Diane Schuur bring world-class flair to the 
Test, while locals display their own chops all over 
town. (1S6 College St.. Suite 202. Burlington. 
863-7992 • discoverjazz.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Frendly Gathering: Timber Ridge Resort 
431 Glebe Mountain Rd.. Windham • 
frendlygathering.com 

• Grand Point North: Waterfront Park, 1 Lake 
St, Burlington • grandpointnorth.com 

- Lake Champlain Maritime Festival: P.O. 

Box 9368. South Burlington. 482-3313 • 
lcmfestival.com 

• Waking Windows: Winooski • wakingwindows.com 


BEST LOCAL THEATER COMPANY 


Lyric Theatre Company 

Formed more than four decades ago. Lyric is 
one of the largest community theater groups 
in the region. With local casts and hundreds of 
volunteers, the nonprofit produces musicals 
such as Les Miserab/es. Mary Popplns and 
Grease. (SS Leroy Rd., Williston. 658-1484 • 
lyrictheatrevt.org) 

Other finalists: 

• Green Mountain Cabaret: 

greenmountaincabaretcom 

• Lost Nation Theater 39 Main St., Montpelier. 
229-0492 • lostnationtheater.org 

- Vermont Stage: 110 Main SL, Burlington, 
862-1497 • vermontstage.org 

• Very Merry Theatre: 333 N. Winooski Ave.. 
Burlington. 355-1461 • verymerrytheatre.org 


BEST ACTOR (MALE OR FEMALE) 

Rusty DeWees 

It's hard to beat *the Logger' in name recognition 

- and popularity. From town halls to prisons. 
Vermonter Rusty DeWees performs his one-man 
show abouL well, a rural Vermonter. He also 
acts for TV and film and has penned a couple of 
memoirs, (thelogger.com) 

Other finalists: 

- Bob Bolyard: Facebook 

• Chris Caswell: Facebook 

- Jon van Luling: Linkedln 

- Kim Anderson: Facebook 


SPECIALIZING IN SAFETY! 


VT bom and nationally 
recognized! We are looking 
to hire competent and 
proactive individuals. 

Join our team. > 


Contact US today | jcOLArETHUVDER SEQ 

and book us for I— - . > 

your next euent! 

Ask about our nonprofit discounts. \V\ , Y\ 

802-777-8448 • CHOCOLATE.THUNDER.LLC@GMAIL.COM 


We're Pumped by Your Support! 


Celebrating nearly 
20 years on 
V ^ Church Street! 

20% OFF any glass over $20 

// Jv (when you mention this ad) 


FULL TANK 


enjoyburlingron.com 

BURLINGTON (802)864-0123 

PARKS EJD0 @btvparks 

RECREATION 

WATERFRONT 


So Many Ways To Enjoy Burlington! 

• 39 parks and over 500 acres of open space in Burlington 

• Amazing events in our parks 8i at the Waterfront 

• Boating, paddling & swimming in Lake Champlain 

• Public marinas & boathouse with dockside dining and boat tours 

• Biking, walking along the 8-mile Waterfront Bike Path 

Thanks For Voting For Your Parks! 
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ARTS 

fj| ENTERTAINMENT 


BEST PERFORMING ARTS VENUE 


Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts 

The Flynn Center is a restored art-deco movie 
smaller FlynnSpace. a dance studio and an 



Burlington. 652-4S00 • (lynncenter.org) 


Other finalists: 


■ Higher Ground: 1214 Williston Rd.. South 



BEST ART GALLERY 


Shelburne Museum 






BEST VOCALIST 


KAT WRIGHT 


Tammy Fletcher and Grace Potter. That's the entire list of singers who 
have won the best vocalist Daysies award since 2003. But this year, 
we're adding a third: Kat Wright. Backed by the Indomitable Soul 
Band, the dynamic diva has charmed audiences all over the Northeast 
recently. That helps explain how Wright became the first vocalist other 
than Potter to win the award since Fletcher won her second Daysie in 
2004. Interestingly, Grace Potter & the Nocturnals signed their major 
label deal in 2005, the same year Potter won her first Daysie. Is the 
‘Daysies bump' real? With ambitious tour plans and an anticipated new 
record due this fall, Wright and company certainly appear poised to 
break out on a national stage in 2016. And they'll always be hometown 
favorites — Seven Days readers named the band both the bestfunk/R&B 
group and best jazz/blues group for the second year. 


BEST PAINTER/ILLUSTRATOR* 

Katharine Montstream 



cards - and oil paintings. Her downtown 
Burlington gallery is across the street from City 
Hall Park. 029 St. Paul SL. Burlington. 862-87S2 

Other finalists: 


■ Oug Nap: Burlington, 860-1386 • dugnap.com 

■ Jon Young: 8 Hodges CL, SL Albans. 7S2-7S73 



BEST SCULPTOR* 


katwrightsoulband.com 


Kate Pond 
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In our opinion, the biggest win of the 

Daysies is the fact that locally owned 
shops by and large outdo big-box 
competitors. Let's hear it for the little guy, 
orgal! Not so little anymore, eh? 

Besides being loyal to local, Seven 
Days voters tend to be loyal to the same 
shops year after a year. But the votes are 
often really close, with several strong 
contenders in many categories, and this 
year saw some new winners rise to the top. 
ECCO stole the Daysie away from longtime 
favorite Sweet Lady Jane in the always- 
competiti ve category of best women’s 
casual clothing (inside Chittenden County). 
Plato's Closet scored its inaugural win for 
best secondhand clothing; Northern Lights 
did the same for best place to buy a pipe. 
And Church Street's Kiss the Cook must 
be feelin' the love: It won best housewares 
store in addition to maintaining best 
kitchen store. 

Others handily hung onto their Daysies. 
Outdoor Gear Exchange, Eyes of the World, 
Mirror Mirror, Pet Food Warehouse and 
Gardener’s Supply have won every single 
year since the competition started in 
2003. Now that's flower power. 



BEST 

BIKE SHOP 



SKIRACK 3 


In a category with lots of stiff 
competition. Skirack has gained 
traction among gearheads as 
the go-to bike shop of choice. 
Whether you're seeking a 
complete overhaul on an old but 
reliable beater, a new high-end 
mountain or road bike, a rental 
tandem for an afternoon of 
tooling around the Burlington 
Bike Path, or some new cycling 
accessories, Skirack has plenty to 
choose from and knowledgeable 
staff to help you choose it Fun 
factoid: Skirack's four-level shop, 
at the corner of Burlington's Main 
and Pine streets, was once home 
to Ethan Allen's daughter and 
survived a cannonball shot from 
a British ship in the War of 1812. 
What's that got to do with cycling? 
Nothing, except that Ethan Allen's 
homestead is just a short bike 
ride away. Saddle up! 

85 Main St. Burlington, 658-3313 • 
skirack.com 



gearCcom 


Outdoor Gear 



Best Outdoor Outfitter 

WINNER: 2003 - 2015 0S£/ 

FINALIST: 2016 

Best Men's Wear 

Winner: 2014-15 

FINALIST: 2016 


Best Men's Shoe Store 

FINALIST: 2015 

FINALIST: 2016 


Best Ski/Snowboard Shop 

Finalist: 2014 - 15 

FINALIST. 2016 


Best Place To Buy Women's Active Wear 

Winner: 2005 & 2009 
Finalist: 2006 - 2008 


37 Church Street Burlington (888) 547 4327 



Comfortable, Contemporary Clothing 

jor the way you live 

Happily providing over 300 of your 
favorite brands in one location! 

Thank you for all the love and support. 

XO 



1 800 MOUNTAIN ROAD, STOWE I 802.253.2661 I VERMONTENVY.COM 
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SHOPPING 


BEST WOMEN'S EVENING-WEAR 
STORE 


ECCO 





eccoctolhesboulique.com) 


■ Jess Boutique: 98 Church St.. Burlington. 
660-4004 • jessboutique.com 

■ Monelle: 75 Church St.. Burlington. 657-4074 • 





BEST MENSWEAR STORE 


Outdoor Gear Exchange 

Black Diamond than Brooks Brothers -and 

socks. V (37 Church SL. Burlington. B60-0190 • 8 
gearx.com) 

Other finalists: 



■ ” a 5 rn Q e 7 r ^ U j? ply: b 96 £ hureh St " Burlington. 



dcTas IhTuqye 


MAY 

YOU 

F*Nd 

YOU ft 

JOY 


BEST PLACE TO BUY A UNIQUE GIFT 

FROG HOLLOW 
VERMONT CRAFT 
GALLERY 


BERNIE 



BEST CHILDREN'S TOY STORE 


Once Upon a Time Toys 



Other finalists: 

Shelburne. 985-3221 V - Facebook 
• Woodbury Mountain Toys: 24 
State SL, Montpelier. 223-4272 ■ 


BEST WOMEN'S SHOE STORE 


Danform Shoes 


specializing in high-quality brands. Fitting 



Other finalists: 

■ Dear Lucy: 38 Church St_ Burlington. 



N.Y.. 518-324-7400 • 54 N. Main SL. Barre^ 
476-9107 ■ lennyshoe.com 






In the 1970s. Vermont experienced an influx of idealistic makers who 
valued the personal, the handmade and the human-scaled. Decades later, 
Frog Hollow carries on this legacy by making some of the best in Vermont 
artisans' work available at its Church Street gallery and storefront. Here 
you'll find everything from natural skin care and shining glass suncatchers 
to graphic, nature-inspired prints by Sabra Field and Carol MacDonald to 
sleek, heirloom-quality wooden furniture. Jewelry and ceramics abound 
and, no matter what you pick, it will have the trace of a human hand. 
Preach. 

85 Church SL. Burlington. 863-6458 • froghollow.org 


BEST MEN'S SHOE STORE 


Lenny’s Shoe & Apparel 



Other finalists: 

■ Danform Shoes: 2 Church SL. Burlington. 
864-7899 • 104Heineberg Dr., Colchester. 
863-2653 • 3310 Shelburne Rd.. Shelburne. 
985-3483 - 150 Swanton Rd.. St. Albans. 


Burlington. 860-0190 *gearx.com 
Warner Supply: 96 Church SL. Burlington. 
495-0771 • Facebook 


BEST SECONDHAND CLOTHING 

Plato’s Closet 





Other finalists: 


Burlington, 865-6223 ■ Facebook 
• Dirt Chic: 67 Main St.. Burlington. 863-1461 • 

- Goodwill: 1080 Shelburne Rd., South 
Williston. 879-0088 • goodwillnne.org 


BEST BRIDAL SHOP 


Fiori Bridal Boutique 

shop has attentive consultants and an elegant 
collection of designer gowns. (18 Main St, Essex 
Junction. 872-9663 ■ 6oribridal.com) 

Other finalists: 

South Burlington. 660-7212 • 46 N. Main St.. 

334-8000 • needlemansbridal.com 
- Sewly Yours Bridal: P.O. Box 816. Milton. 
660-9003 • sewlyyours.com 


BEST EYEGLASSES STORE 


Eyes of the World 





Otherfinalists: 









BEST PLACE TO BUY JEWELRY 

Perrywinkle’s Fine 


Jewelry 



BEST BEAUTY-PRODUCT 
PURVEYOR 


Mirror Mirror 

care products help customers feel like "the fairest 
of them all.' Day-spa services include facials. 

Other finalists: 

860-3664 • thebodyshop-usa.com 

860-6388 • sephora.com 8 

223-7752 • splashnaturals.com 


BEST PET SUPPLY STORE 


Pet Food Warehouse 

'We care about your pets.' (2500 Wil liston Rd.. 

Other finalists: 

■ Guy’s Farm & Yard: 21 Zephyr Rd . Williston. 
555 Fairfax Rd„ St. Albans City. 524-9255 • 





518-562-8600 • petsmart.com 


BEST MUSICAL INSTRUMENT STORE 


Advance Music Center 

ThislocaHy owned instrument shop sells quality 





BEST LOCAL ART SUPPLY STORE* 


Vermont Art Supply 



BEST BOOKSTORE 


Phoenix Books 



the biz; they offer thousands of titles for your 
e-reader, too. (191 Bank St.. Buriington. 448-3350 


Other finalist 



Shelburne. 985-3999 • flyingpigbooks.com 


BEST HOUSEWARES STORE 


Kiss the Cook 

Locally owned and operated for more than 20 
years, this Marketplace mainstay does business in 
quality kitchen items and household giftware. (72 

Other finalists: 

• Homeport: 52 Church St.. Burlington. 
863-4644 • homeportonline.com 



! COLLECTION 


,, MADE IN 
COLORADO 


„ MADE IN 
VERMONT 


It’s Fun, It’s Fresh and 
You’ll Love the Way You Dress! 


** 

Spring Step 

Hobo t‘ 

in 

| 

21 Stowe Street, Waterbury • 802-882-8 
Q www.RuelleBoutique.com 




_ american made goods with character 

* P fl M M 0 N DFFP 210 college st, downtown buriington 

...... rtDr.nmmnnrififir nnmmnnriefif nnm 


VISIT US THIS 


HONE GROWN FRUITS & VEGGIES CSi 
SffiLSJSS picnic pavilion & PETTING zoo ( 

FOR THE Corn Maze Opens Daily beginning Sept 3rd 
VOTES! Harvest Festival Oct. 1 st & 2nd 

IN STORE BAKERY 

Come taste our Housemade 
Cider Donuts & More! 


802 - 655-3440 

277 Lavigne Rd., Colchester • M-Sa 7am-8pm • Su 7am-6pm 
sammazzafarms.com • See our monthly sale coupon! • MC/Visa/Disc 
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ReSOURCE 

'Essential goods on a mission, not in a landfilr is the 
battle cry of this secondhand center for gently used 
or refurbished donations. There's a huge selection 
of building materials, too. (266 Pine SL Burlington, 
658-4143 • 339 Pine SL, Burlington, 846-4015 • 30 
Granite SL Barre, 477-7800 • resourcevLorg) 


SHOPPING 


FIRST-RATE 
FASHION GURU 


BEST ANTIQUE STORE 



BEST FURNITURE STORE 


Burlington Furniture 
Company 



Age: 39 

Occupation: sales associate. Old Gold 
Town: Burlington 
Vintage dresses, cowboy boots and 
gorilla suits — you'll find all that and 
more at Old Gold on Burlington's I 
Street And the sales associates are 
as colorful as the inventory. 

Bom and raised in Tokyo, 

Japan, Hiroka Nakahira 
joined their ranks 
a couple of years 
after graduating 
from Plainfield's 
Goddard College. 

("The biggest thing I 
learned is surviving 

town in America," she 
admits.) 

At Old Gold, she 
says, "We dress everybody 
in town. People come in with all 
kinds of needs, from overalls to prom, 
from Burning Man to the cabaret ._ It's 
a funny feeling when you go to some 
theme party and see a room full of 
people whom you dressed five hours 

Nakahira, who makes wearable art 
and skates with the Green Mountain 
Roller Derby as "Vagichael Jackson" 
in her free time, acts as part fashion 
counselor, part spiritual guide. "Most of 
the time, (customers) don't even know 
what they are looking for," she says. 
"Sometimes I feel like a detective." 


ain ajud; 

A 


GruMnjettHjn) 

Heftjo' 


Nakahira can create an outfit from any 
era. though she has to study up on 
fashion history "constantly," she says. 

In the bigger scheme of things, 

"I think Old Gold exists so people — I 
of people — can have 
judgment-free zone to express 
themselves with however they want to 
dress," Nakahira says. "People 
say local bookstores 
are a part of culture, 
something that every 
town should have. I 
feel like every town 
should have an Old 


Gold." 


Local oddity 

House of Lemay 
[drag performance 
troupe). I see them at 
almost every big event in 
town: parades, marathons, 
fundraisers. They are old school. 
They’ve got their own style. They don't 
give a shit They are so punk! 

Where you can find her on a Friday 
night: Pho Hong in Burlington. I eat 
the No. 32 hot-and-sour soup with 
pork, or the No. 18 with shrimp and 
pork. I recommend almost anything 
they have. 

Vermont destinations worth driving 
for: The Berlin Mall. Or Main Street 
Museum in White River Junction. 

CATHY RESMER 


BEST KITCHEN STORE 


Kiss the Cook 



sharpening. (72 Church SL Burlington. 863-4226 
• kissthecook.net) 


Other finalists: 





BEST LIGHTING STORE 


Conant Metal & Light 

of contemporary lighting options, but the shop 

functional lighting a L furnLre (266 Pine SL 
Burlington, 832-4482 • conantmetalandlighLcom) 
Other finalists: 

• Barre Electric & Lighting Supply. Inc: 900 

• The Lamp Shop: 424 Pine SL. Burlington. 

864-6782 • thelampshopvLcom 

Burlington. 660-9346 P - Facebook 
- The Lighting House: 3002 Shelburne 

vermontlightinghouse.com 


BEST PLACE TO BUY A COMPUTER 


Small Dog Electronics 

Computer crashed? Apple-certified technicians 

Dorset SL South Burlington. 862-1316 • 1673 
Main SL. Waitsfield, 583-9699 • 116 West SL. 
Rutland, 281-4490 • smalldog.com) 


Other finalists: 

■ Best Buy: 26 Cypress SL, Williston, 872-0992 
518 S S “ d testb PlaltSbUr8h ' N Y " 



872-0260 • staples.com 


BEST CAMERA STORE 


LeZot Camera 



Other finalists: 

Barre. 476-4342 • bobscamerashop.com 



863-1256 • thephotogarden.com 






THA^^K2F0R , 
.THE VOTES'^ 


BURLINGTON • SHELBURNE • COLCHESTER • ST ALBANS 


Voted Best Shoe Store! 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 

Experience the : Exceptional SERVICE, 
D A N FO R M the BRANDS you love, 
DIFFERENCE at the right PRICE. 


Offering breakfast S lunch all-day... with house-roasted 
meats, soups, salads, and homemade baked goods. 
Ask us how to ship bagels for that unique gift! 


Mger's Sagels 


like us on facebook! 
www.myersbagels.com 


Myer's Bagels 

Bringing Montreal-Style 
Bagels to Vermont 
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SHOPPING 


BEST AUTO DEALER 


The Automaster 






• Handy Toyota: 701 Highgate Rd„ SL Albans, 
800-266-0683 • handytoyota.com 
■ Heritage Toyota: 1620 Shelburne Rd., South 
Burlington, 865-8200 • heritagetoyotacars.com 


BEST GARDEN CENTER 


Gardener’s Supply 
Company 


(128 Int 
Other finali 


re., Williston, 658-2433 • gard 



Rd., Charlotte, 425-2811 • horsfordnursery.com 
Hinesburg, 482-4060 - redwagonplants.com 


BEST PLACE TO BUY A PIPE 



BEST BOOKSTORE 

PHOENIX BOOKS' 

Like a certain bird rising from the ashes of a decimated print media 
landscape (thnx, internet), Phoenix Books has been plying Vermonters 1 
with sweet, sweet paper pages since opening its Essex location in 
2007. Since then, married owners Mike DeSanto and Renee Reiner have 
expanded to Burlington (in 2012) and Rutland (in 2015) — and purchased 
Misty Valley Books in Chester this year. Judging by the growth of their 
mini empire — and your votes — it seems like Vermonters have had their 
say: Books are here to stay. (And if you're in the market for cards and 
quirky gifts, Phoenix has those, too!) 


Aristelle 


BEST PLACE TO BUY 
A UNIQUE GIFT* 


BEST BIKE SHOP 



Frog Hollow Vermont 
Craft Gallery 


Skirack 



Other finalists: 


cn one-of-a-kind artsy goodies made by Vermont 
crafters since 1971. (85 Church SL, Burlington. 
863-6458 • froghollow.org) 

Other finalists: 


Other finalists: 



Burlington. 497-0100 • MmmondeervLcom 


North Star Sports: 100 Main SL, Burlington, 
863-3832 • northstarsportsvt.com 

Burlington. 863-4475 • oldspokeshome.com 





BEST SKI/SNOWBOARD SHOP 


Burton 



Pkwy., Burlington, 660-3200 *162 College SL, 
Burlington. 333-0400 • burton.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Alpine Shop: 1184 Williston Rd. South 

■ Skirack: 85 Main St.. Burlington. 658-3313 • 




BEST OUTDOOR OUTFITTER 


Outdoor Gear Exchange 

selling outdoor apparel and equipment and 
promoting environmental awareness, since 
1995. (37 Church St., Burlington , 860-0190 • 


Other finalists: 

South Burlington. 864-0473 • ems.com 
888-615-9973 • llbean.com 

Montpelier, 229-9409 . onionnver.com 
• Skirack: 85 Main SL. Burlington, 658-3313 • 


Chur ch Street's Petite Urban s Da 


You never know WHO you'll see at 
Woodbury Mountain Toys. 



57 Church Street, Burlington, VT • xmino.ilovezinnia.com 
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SERVICES 




When it comes to counting your Daysies votes, we breathe a sigh of relief in the services 
section, which covers everything from best bank to best barber. In food and drink, we scratch 
our heads over which barista you mean when you nominate "the guy who makes the lattes 
at Vergennes Laundry." In arts and entertainment, we know your vote for "the bar upstairs 
from Nectar’s" is really for Club Metronome. Here, your finalists are crystal clear. For one 
thing, some of these businesses are such institutions that everyone knows their names. 

And since you nominate them for Daysies year after year, we know they're still bringing the 

So, to the Humane Society of Chittenden County. Shelburne Farms, New England 
Federal Credit Union, Yankee Tattoo and other businesses that continue to come out on 
top — congrats! You've done it again. And, to keep things interesting we added some new 
categories this year, including best CrossFit studio, best place to get a massage and best 
lodging. You'd be smart to learn the winners' names — and not just to make it a little easier 
on those of us who count the votes. 


) 

BEST LODGING ) 

OUTSIDE 

CHITTENDEN ©< 

COUNTY •) 

TRAPP 

FAMILY 

LODGE 

Beer, braids and fresh mountain 
air are just part of the story 
at the 2,500-acre property 
where the family of The Sound 
of Music fame settled in 1942, 
after fleeing Nazi-occupied 
Austria. Today the luxurious 
lodge draws mountain bikers 
and cross-country skiers who 
appreciate the extensive trail 
network as much as the old 
black-and-whites of the 10 
von Trapp children in dirndls 
and waistcoats. The 96-room, 
Austrian-style main lodge is 
a place where youngsters can 
tromp in with bluebells and 
buttercups collected on a guided 
wildflower walk and where adults 
can sink into a soft couch to plot 
their next hike. Guests can opt 
for disc golf on the grounds or 
pancetta-wrapped chicken in 
the dining room — and perhaps a 
lager from the on-site brewery. It 
all comes with spectacular views 
of the Green Mountains. Captain 
Georg, Maria and many of the 
von Trapp children have passed 
on. but the hills are still alive at 
Trapp Family Lodge. 


Humane Society of 
Chittenden County 



Ready for ST 
space of your own? 


Where you can have an open mind but still close your door. 


Small Dog 

ELECTRONICS 


YOUR SEVEN ^DAYSIES 

WINNER FOR THE 
LAST YEARS 


BEST PLACE TO 
BUY A COMPUTER. 


« iPad Pro 


The Offices @ 86 St. Paul may be the 
perfect fit foryou. Individual offices are 
available from 1 10 to 180 sq. ft, and 
feature conference rooms, kitchen, 

and convenient bike racks out front. 

(802) 233.6259 
www.burlingtonoffice.com 


All the lines 
you love... 

La Mer 
Natura Bisse 
Bobbi Brown 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 
Tata Harper 
Kiehl’s Since 1851 

— Over 75 National Lines — 

Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 

Corner of Main 8c Battery, Burlington 
802.861.7500 • www.mirrormirrorvt.com 
Mon- Wed 10-6pm, Thu-Sat 10-7pm, Sun 12-5pm 


| the offices @ | 

8 

ost. 

Dpa 

ul 
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SERVICES 


BEST VETERINARIAN/ 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


Green Mountain 
Animal Hospital 





BEST PET DAYCARE 


Oh my DOG 

has a doggone good time at this daycare, 
boarding and training facility. They'll even post 

Other finalists: 


Richmond. 4I4-64II • crateescapevt.com 
• Gulliver's Doggie Daycare: 59 Industrial Ave.. 



BEST PET GROOMER 


OhmyDOG 




BEST YOGA STUDIO 

LAUGHING RIVER YOGA 

Om, my. Forget flannel — in Burlington, yoga pants are the go-to clothing c 
choice. People roam the city in stretchy leggings, ready to enter one 
of the many local studios promising to free the mind and tighten the 
backside. With so much competition, only the good studios stay in 
business. Laughing River Yoga is one of them. The bright airy space in 
the Chace Mill is known for its skilled instructors and welcoming vibe. 
Beginners to advanced practitioners hit the mats for rigorous vinyasa 
classes, Aero Yoga and even, weather permitting, outdoor sessions 
overlooking the neighboring Winooski River. As instructors guide 
students into the deep hamstring stretch of a downward dog asana, 
they emphasize the studio's underiying philosophy that yoga is as much 
about mental well-being as physical. 

1 Mill St.. Suite 126. Burlington. 343-8119 • laughingriveryoga.com 


Stray Cat Flower Farm 


BEST WEDDING VENUE 



Other finalists: 

Cambridge, 598-5509 • boydenfarm.com 
- The Bams at Lang Farm: 51 Upper Main SL, 
Essex Junction, 316-1210 • langbam.com 





BEST CATERER 


Sugarsnap 



Leahy Center for Lake Champlain, where it's the 



Other finalists: 



Coldwell Banker Hickok 
& Boardman Realty 




n 

topnotch 


THANK YOU 

1S96 for voting us the 
^ 4! best glues fer tattoo; 
<«*ev!ry yeur for ever a decj 


4000 Mountain Road • Stowe,Vermont 
800.451.8686 • Topnotchresort.com 


THANK 

■ ■ From the 

f II I Bottom of 
Our Paws. 


A good dog is a tired dog 
www.ohmydogvt.com 


Pearl Street Burlington. Mon-Sat 12-8 Sun 12-6 


www.facebook.com/yankeetuttoo • 862-3328 
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BEST SALON (UNISEX) 




SERVICES 


BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT 

Brian Boardman, 
Coldwell Banker Hickok 
& Boardman Realty 

Satisfied customers have called this Realtor 
“the best in Burlington ," citing his pivotal role 
in low-stress sales and happy purchases. From 
starter houses in the $150,000 range to luxury 
properties, he's at home navigating every kind of 
Chittenden County real estate. (346 Shelburne 
Rd.. Burlington, 846-9510 • brianboardmanvt.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Jessica Bridge, Element Real Estate: 139 Bank 
St., Burlington. 233-9819 ■ realestatevt.com 

- Monique Bedard, Coldwell Banker 
Hickok & Boardman Realty: 846-9590 • 

- Nancy Jenkins. Nancy Jenkins Real Estate: 

140 Kennedy Dr., Suite 102. South Burlington, 
846-4888 • nancyjenkins.com 

- Robbi Handy Holmes. Century 21 Jack 
Associates: 658-5555, ext. 2128 ■ c21jack.com 


BEST BANK/CREDIT UNION 

New England Federal 
Credit Union 

Buying a home? Refinancing one? The largest 
credit union in Vermont is also one of the most 
personable, from its convenient Sunday drive- 
thru hours to the annual Shred Fest and Hard 
Drive Destruction. Oh. and its got some of the 
lowest interest rates around. (800-400-8790 • 
nefcu.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Merchants Bank: 800-322-5222 ■ mbvt.com 

- North Country Federal Credit Union: 
800-660-3258 • northcountry.org 

• Vermont Federal Credit Union: 658-0225 • 
vermontfederal.org 

- Vermont State Employees Credit Union: 

800-371-5162 • vsecu.com 


BEST MORTGAGE BROKER 


New England Federal 
Credit Union 

With nearly 90.000 members and $1 billion 
In assets. NEFCU is the state's largest credit 
union. Besides offering loans, mortgages and 
credit cards. NEFCU is a community partner and 
benefactor of local charities. (800-400-8790 • 
nefcu.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Barb McHenry, Fairway Independent 
Mortgage Company: 110 Kimball Ave.. 

Suite 120, South Burlington, 489-7170 • 
barbmchenryvt.com 

• Kelly Deforge, Union Bank: 30 Kimball Ave.. 
South Burlington, 6S2-298S • unionbankvt.com 

• Kim Negron, HomeBridge Financial Services: 
302 Mountain View Dr.. Suite 301, Colchester. 
846-4646 • homebridge.com 

• Spruce Mortgage: 430 Shelburne Rd.. 
Burlington. 863-8816 • sprucemortgage.com 


Indigo 

This upscale salon and perennial Daysie winner 
manages the 'dos of many men and women — 
"whether rocker or business chic" — with haircuts, 
coloring, conditioning and styling. Services also 
include hair removal and makeup. (189 Battery 
SL, Burlington. 865-2212 • indigovt.com) 


Other finalists: 

• Chop Shop Hair Design: 86 Main St., 
Burlington, 660-4343 • chopshophairdesign.com 

• O'Briens Salon: 247 Main St.. Burlington, 
658-6565 • 155 Dorset SL. South Burlington. 
863-2273 • 93 Pearl SL. Essex Junction, 
878-4554 • 35 Rutland Shopping Plaza. 
Rutland. 773-7750 • obrienssalons.com 

• Stephen & Bums Salon. Spa and Boutique: 
116 Church SL. Burlington. 865-4766 • 
stephenandburns.com 

- Urban Salon Team: 120 Main St., Burlington, 
862-1670 • urbansalonteam.com 


BEST BARBER/MEN'S CUT 

Bugatti Barbers 

Quality is the hallmark of this old-fashioned 
barber shop on the waterfront. Get a hot lather, a 
straight razor shave or a contemporary cut with 
impeccable service. (209 Battery SL, Burlington, 
652-9093 ■ bugattibarbers.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Gentlemen's Top Option: 86 Lake St.. 
Burlington, 863-3969 • gtovt.com 

■ The Men's Room: 106 Main SL, Burlington. 
864-2088 • mensroomvt.com 

■ Myles Court Barbershop: 25 E. State St.. 
Montpelier. 225-6671 • mylescourLcom 


BEST MANICURE/PEDICURE 

Bella Vie Nail Spa 

This nail salon lives up to its name — which 
translates to "beautiful life" — by offering a full 
range of nail services, from green-tea pedicures 
to nail art. The footbaths are scented and the 
towels are hot. (5649 Williston Rd., Williston. 
857-5889 • bellavienailspa.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Jennie Nail & Spa: 49 Church SL. Suite 1072, 
Burlington. 859-9990 • Facebook 

■ The Mini Spa VT: 166 Battery SL, Burlington, 
658-6006 • minispavt.com 

■ Perfect Nalls by Thu: 1 Market Place, Suite 21, 
Essex Junction, 288-8164 • Facebook 

• Tropical Nails and Tan: 150 Dorset SL, Suite 
210. South Burlington, 652-9776 • Facebook 


BEST PLACE TO GET A MASSAGE* 


Topnotch Resort & Spa 

From the Lomi Lomi massage with coconut 
oil to the bamboo massage to work out knots 
and relieve stress, the massage treatments 
at this stunning Stowe resort truly are a treat. 
(4000 Mountain Rd.. Stowe. 800-451-8686 - 
topnotchresoit.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Oasis Day Spa: 300 Cornerstone Or.. Suite 
220. Williston. 879-9499 - vtoasisdayspa.com 

• Shanti Mama Wellness: 1 Mill St.. Chace 
Mill Suite 244. Burlington. 978-808-9297 • 
shantimamawellness.com 

• Stephen & Burns Salon, Spa and Boutique: 
116 Church SL. Burlington. 865-4766 • 
stephenandburns.com 

■ The Wellness Collective: 431 Pine 
SL. Suite 312. Burlington. 540-0186 • 
wellnesscoIlectivevLcom 





BEST DAY SPA 


BEST PLACE TO GET BODY ART 


Oasis Day Spa 


Yankee Tattoo 


You love, U?7 
IA)e. love. You Too 1 . 



Topnotch Resort & Spa 


Other finalists: 

764-1452 • essexresortspa.com 


BEST LODGING* 

Hotel Vermont 




Colchester. 655-6177 -h 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Trapp Family Lodge 


trappfamlly.com! 


The Edge Sports & 
Fitness 

With five locations, the Edge makes 
swimming, spinning, tennis and physical 

In Chittenden County. Each location has its 
own programs, camps and activities to make 
working out work well. (75 Eastwood Dr., Souti 
Burlington, 658-0002 • 142 W. Twin Oaks Terra 
South Burlington, 658-0001 • 115 Wellness Dr.. 
Williston. 860-3343 • 4 Morse Or, Essex. 879- 
7734, ext 1 • 4 Gauthier Or, Essex, 879-7734, ex 

Other finalists: 

■ Greater Burlington YMCA: 266 College St, 
Burlington. 862-9622 • gbymca.org 


LOCALLY, FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED 


Experience a true day spa. - 


- AN OASIS FOR YOUR MIND. BODY & SOUL - 


Burlington, 651-8773 • marketplacefitness. 
• Planet Fitness: 30 Community Dr, South 
Burlington. 863-8910 - 57 River Rd„ Essex 
Junction. 879-5100 • 133 N. Main St, SL 
Albans. 582-4149 • planetfitness.com 


THANK. YOU 




343-8119 • laughlngriveryoga.com! 

Other finalists: 

■ Burlington Yoga: 21S College St, Burlingt 
658-9642 . burlingtonyoga.com 

- Evolution Physical Therapy + Yoga: 20 

448-4262 ■ sanghastudio.org 
' Sh E m ROOlS 98S°0090 am Way ’ 14 °' 
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HEY BEAUTIFUL... 
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Best U nisex Salon 


120 main st, burlinglon • 862.1670 • urbansalonleam.com 
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BEST AUTO REPAIR 

Girlington Garage 

Founded in 2009 by female mechanic Demeny 
Pollitt Girlington Garage is for anyone who’s ever 

It promises high-quality car care with a side of 

(2 Harbor View Rd., South Burlington. 660-00SS • 
girlingtongarage.com) 

Other finalists: 

Shelburne, 98S-8411 • theautomaster.com 



BEST CAB COMPANY 



Other finalists: 

■ Dunwright Taxi Company: SS7-2461- 
dunwrighttaxi.com 

- Green Cab VT: 12 Gregory Dr., Suite 7. South 
Burlington, 864-2424 • greencabvt.com 

- K&A Cab/Jemigan Pontiac: 343-6422 



BEST RADIO STATION (MUSIC)* 


The Point FM 104.7 


Age: 37 

Occupation: stylist at Indigo 
Town: Burlington 
If you know theater or music i 
Burlington, you know Nathan 
For years, he's been bringing z 
of phantasmagoria to the clut 
by staging ■pop-eras" with 
his synth-pop band. Rue 
M. A veteran of local 
theater productions, 
he memorably held 
the stage solo as 
Montgomery Clift 
in his brother Seth’s 
play Icon. This year. 

busy to appear at the 
a Drag 




annual Winter Is 


te first til 


e '02 or ’03.' f 




For 16 years, almost ; 
he’s been playing with some iteration 
of Rue M.. Jarvis has been styling hair 
at Indigo on Burlington's Battery Street 
"Its perfect" he says of his day job. "I 
get to be creative all day: I get to talk 
to people; I get to be inspired by my 
coworkers and my clients.' 

Besides keeping up with the 
ever-changing technology of processes 
like hair coloring. Jarvis likes the social 
aspects of the job. 1 really love to talk 
to people about what's going on in their 
world and their life, and then I get to 
create a style and look for them that 
suits where they are.' he says. 


Right now. Jarvis is working on a 
full-length musical about a drag queen 
who goes on a Wizard of Oz-esque 
journey. Does he ever encourage clients 
to try out bold looks like the ones he 
sports onstage? While he will suggest 
something 'fresh and new.' Jarvis says, 
o do subtle shifts for people to 
enhance their own inner, natural 
beauty. I tend not to go for 
a lot of the crazy trendy 
stuff. That’s not really 
my forte.' 

Favorite place to 
fuel up: My recent 
favorite place to go 
and get food and 
hang out with friends 
is the Gryphon, 
avorite local band 
that's not his: I really like 
the Toes (and) Wave of the 
Future. I like Dwight & Nicole. Heloise 
and the Savoir Faire are always a 
blast. I'm really excited about Miriam 
Bernardo. 

Favorite place to buy costumes and 
show apparel: Old Gold. You go in and 
hang out. and you come out looking 
fabulous. 

Favorite place to explore outside 
Burlington: I went to the Renaissance 
Faire [recently] in Stowe. That was fun. 

MARGOT HARRISON 


GrumjetobHu 
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roll to pop to reggae and beyond, (pointfm.com) 
Other finalists: 


■ 99.9 The Buzz: 999thebuzz.com 



BEST RADIO STATION (NEWS)* 


Vermont Public Radio 



Other finalists: 

• Newstalk 620 WVMT: newstalk620wvmt.com 


BEST LOCAL TV STATION* 


WCAX 

Morning, noon and night, award-winning 
anchors such as Kristin Kelly. Darren Perron and 
Gina Bullard are committed to providing stellar 




Monday 10-5, Tuesday 1 0-6, Wednesday 10-6, Thursday 10-6, 
Friday 10-7, Saturday 10-5 £7 Sunday 10-5 


1160 Williston Road 83 Pearl Street 
South Burlington Burlington 

802 9519000 802 862 7700 


www.leonardosonline.com 

ORDER ONLINE / FREE DELIVERY / CARRY OUT ^ 
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BEST IN-STATE WEEKEND GETAWAY 

LAKE WILLOUGHBY 

Not to sound like your grandmother hedging on which grandchild is her favorite, but every Vermont lake is special in 
own way. Still, there's no denying that this five-mile-long glacial creation is truly unique. Clear, cold and deeper than a 
Jack Handey quote, Lake Willoughby is a perennial fave for Vermonters looking to get away from it all — in part because it 
doesn't cost you six hours of drive time to the coast of Maine or a cool grand on airfare to the Rockies. Willoughby’s north 
and south beaches are clean and uncrowded, and the views are amazing — especially from the steep cliffs above. If you're 
looking for quaint gift shops and chichi eateries, go elsewhere. Willoughby is a place to chill out and remind yourself why 
this lake rules the Northeast Kingdom. 

Westmore • fpr.vermont.gov 




laying favorites is tough in this section. Frankly, Vermont has 
so many great places to hike, bike, canoe and cross-country 
ski that we’re a little spoiled, and it can be hard to single 
out something as the best. What's more, some of those 
places are so special and secluded — swimming holes, for 
example — that many voters refuse to reveal them. Hey, 
people, sharing is caring! 

Thousands of you did spill your secrets, though, 
and for that we thank you. Many of the old standbys 
maintained their winning streaks, the Burlington 
Bike Path, Mt. Philo State Park and Smugglers' Notch 
Resort among them. But a few newbies jumped ahead 
of the pack in categories such as best place to swim: 
Sand Bar State Park defeated the ever-popular Bolton 
Potholes. For that, the Town of Bolton no doubt 
thanks you. The Potholes ain't exactly on public land, 
remember, and beachy Sand Bar is certainly the 
smarter choice for splashing around. Safety first! 

Then again, why not head to Lake Willoughby for 
that dip? The remote swimming spot in the Northeast 
Kingdom scored its first Daysie for best in-state 
weekend getaway. 



7T7i 


Vermont's Essential Bike, Run, Ski & Board Shop 

locally owned since 1969 


Thanks for riding with us! 


#YetiSetGo 

| 802.658.3313 


• Bikes for All Riders 

• High Performance 

• Full Service on Bikes 


85 Main St, Burlington | skirack.com 



fW\|ki<r «(| wrmi&lsr 
orgwrvoffcS^tvf support 
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BUGATTI 


BARBERS 


indi QO 


652-9093 

bugattibarbers.com 


oersonal care salon for women & 

658-2010 

indigovt.com 



BATTERY STREET, BURLINGTON 
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BEST PUBLIC GOLF COURSE 


Rocky Ridge Golf Club 

Play 18 holes along rolling farmland and rocky 
ridges at this public course just 20 minutes 
from downtown Burlington. (7470 Route 116, St. 
George. 482-2191 • rockyridge.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Arrowhead Golf Course: 350 Murray Ave.. 
Milton, 893-0234-arrowheadvt.com 

Junction. 878-0298 • linksatlangfarm.com 
424 Golf Course Rd.. Wllliston. 


BEST SKI/RIDE SLOPE 


Smugglers’ Notch Resort 



583-6300 ■ sugarbush.com 


BEST CROSS-COUNTRY SKI AREA 


Trapp Family Lodge 

In winter this 2^400-acre, Austrian-style resort 

offers hiking, horse-drawn wagon rides, bird- 
watching toursand Sunday concerts^nhe^ 

trappfamiiy.com) 

Other finalists: 

Access Rd.. Bolton Valley. 434-3444 . 








BEST SKI/RIDE SLOPE 

SMUGGLERS 
NOTCH RESORT 

Calling itself 'America's Family Resort™' may sound 
— not to mention a serious branding coup. But Smuggs has got plenty 
to be, well, smug about. Local skiers and riders have consistently 
chosen its three mountains of downhill slopes as their preferred 
choice for winter carving and sliding. With trails and terrain that 
can accommodate just about every skill level, from the kid-friendly 
bunny slopes to the snow-pants-wetting vertical terror of triple black 
diamonds, Smugglers' Notch continues to deliver fantastic frosty fun. 
Let's just hope for a better snow dump than the winter of 2016-17, aka 
the brown downer. Bring it snow gods! 

4323 Route 108, Jeffersonville. 332-6854 - smuggs.com 



BEST IN-STATE 
WEEKEND GETAWAY 


Lake Willoughby 





BEST VERMONT DAY TRIP 
WITH THE KIDS 


Shelburne Farms 

Walk the paths, take in the views, visit the 

1,400-acre nonprofit farm and education cente 
Don't miss dining in season, at the gorgeous 
inn overlooking historic flower gardens and 
Lake Champlain. (1611 Harbor Rd., Shelburne. 
985-8686 • shelburnefarms.org) 

Other finalists: 

■ ECHO Leahy Center for Lake Champlain: 



BEST FOOT RACE 


Vermont City 
Marathon & Relay 



Burlington, 863-8412 • runvcm.org) 

Otherfinalists: 




McHenry 


METAL & LIGHT 

270 Pine Street, Burlington, VT | www.conantmetalandlight.com 


THE BARB MCHENRY TEAM, 

a local 
favorite. 

^FAIRWAY 


SEVEN DAYS 


CDNANT 


SELLING TICKETS 
FOR YOUR 
NEXT EVENT? 

Fundraisers ■ Festivals ■ Plays 
Sports • Concerts 

WE CAN HELP! 

No cost to you • Local support ■ Low customer fees 
Built-in promotion • Custom options 

CONTACT US 

865-1020, ext. 37 or tickets@sevendaysvt.com 
sevendaystickets.com 
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BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING PLACE 

Church Street 
Marketplace 

Downtown Burlington's pedestrian-only 
promenade is enlivened by shops, restaurants. 

go by^Chureh SL. Burlington. 863-1648 • 


Other finalists: 



■ City Market/Onion River Co-op: 82 S. 



BEST PLACE TO TAKE YOUR 
PARENTS 


Church Street 
Marketplace 





865-7247 • enjoyburlington.com ^ 


BEST STATE PARK 

Mt. Philo State Park 





2390 • vtstateparks.com) 
Other finalists: 



893-2825 - vtstateparks.com 
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MODERN-DAY 
SAMUEL 
DE CHAMPLAIN 


Mt. Philo State Park 


Burlington Bike Path 

extends 7. Smiles along the cityS shoreline. ^ 


Town: Burlington 
"Forsaken places." "Weird travels." 
"Cemetery safaris." For the past 
four years, urban explorer 
Chad Abramovich has 
chronicled all of those 
and more on his blog. 

Obscure Vermont, 
pairing evocative 
descriptions with 
striking photos. 

Abramovich’s 
fascination with 
less-trodden places 
goes back much 
further, to his childhood 
in Milton, when he first 
ventured inside the town's 
abandoned creamery. Taking that 
step was like going "literally into the 
mystic," he says. "You don't know what 
is beyond that strange border between 
the sterilized world outside and 
something more ambiguous inside that 
you can make your own." 

Since then. Abramovich has visited 
many more local and regional sites — 


Lh anxiety and depression, he started 
his blog "in a directionless period of 
my life." he says. "I never thought that 
putting myself out there on the internet 
— and making myself vulnerable in a 
way — would get me anywhere." 

But Obscure Vermont quickly 
attracted fans, and new gigs followed. 
Abramovich has written a column 
for the Rutland Reader, talked about 
Vermont folklore on the Destination 


k 


Gruomfitowru 
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America channel, and been profiled in 
a Seven Days Stuck in Vermont video 
and a documentary. He takes donations 
on his site and says the internet has 
introduced him to "people that help 
and keep me going." 

If exploring abandoned structures 
tempts you. too. Abramovich 
recommends wearing 
appropriate clothes, 
traveling light, 
carrying a cellphone 
and being prepared 
deal with the 




to dig 


suiting your 
historical society, he 
adds: "Vermont is suci 
a uniquely weird and 
dynamic state. I think the 
best experience you can have i 
nto it yourself." 


Favorite outdoor spot to walk and 

hike: The White Rocks in Wallingford. 
Ifs an eye-magnetic 2,600-foot 
peak where the entire front half of it 
crumbled and slid off its earthy mass 
and crashed down to its base below. 


Vermont spots more people should 
know about: Chazy Reef in Isle La 
Motte |and| Richford's "Mystery Spot" 
(which I have yet to make work for me). 
[It's a gravel road where cars have been 
said to defy gravity and roll uphill.) 

MARGOT HARRISON 


(Burlington. 864-0123 • enjoyburlington.com) 


Other finalists: 






BEST PLACE TO SWIM 


Sand Bar State Park 

a bath house, soft and sandy beaches, and 

making going for a dip a no-brainer. (1215 Route 
2. Milton, 893-2825 • vtstateparks.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Leddy Park: 216 Leddy Park Rd., Burlington. 
864-0123 • enjoyburlington.com 

864-0123 • enjoyburlington.com 
- Oakledge Park: Flynn Ave., Burlington, 
864-0123 • enjoyburlington.com 


BEST PLACE TO KAYAK/CANOE 


Lake Champlain 





RESTAU 


week 


APRIL 21-30, 2017 


Thanks for nom nom 
nominating us! 

We’re honored to be considered one of 


the best food events in the state. 

During Vermont Restaurant Week, 

100+ locations across the state offer inventive 
prix-fixe dinners for $20, $30 or $40 per person. 
Try lunch, brunch or breakfast, too. 

vermontrestaurantweek.com 



MOl MAIN RESOW 


Visit stowe.com or call 
802 - 253 - 3000 . 


SUMMER & FALL ADVENTURES 

At Vermont's Highest Peak 


ZIPTOUR &TREETOP ADVENTURES • STOWE ROCKS CLIMBING CENTER 
GONDOLA SKYRIDE - TWO GOLF COURSES • HISTORIC AUTO TOLL ROAD 


Explore the Shop at Spruce Peak featuring a shopping and dining plaza, surrounded by the luxurious 
Stowe Mountain Lodge and Spa and the one-of-a-kind Adventure Center at Stowe. 







